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About Breedon Quarry

Background and context
Breedon Quarry lies c.1 km to the 
south of the County boundary 
between Leicestershire and 
Derbyshire within North West 
Leicestershire (Grid Reference  
SK 407 233).

The village of Breedon-on-the-Hill 
lies just beyond the south-western 
boundary of the current quarry 
workings.

The site extends to c.70.8ha and 
contains the existing quarry, 
eastern margin to the existing 
quarry and rolling agricultural 
(arable) land to the east of 
Breedon to Wilson road. 

The Quarry has been worked into 
the eastern side of Breedon Hill 
over many  years, with St Mary’s 
and St Hardulph’s church lying 
adjacent to the western boundary 
of the quarry. 

These historical high western 
faces of Breedon Quarry have 
also contributed to the distinctive 
nature of the local landscape.

History of the quarry 
Quarrying and related activities at 
Breedon and Cloud Hill Quarries 
have been carried out for a 
considerable number of years prior 
to the introduction of planning 
legislation, and subsequently, under 
an Interim Development Order 
(IDO) Permission granted in 1947. 

Resource 
Breedon is a hard rock quarry, 
yielding limestone and a specialist 
natural product known as Golden 
Amber Gravel. 

Held in very high regard for its 
performance, durability and 
versatility, Golden Amber Gravel 
can be seen at some of the 
country’s most prestigious stately 
homes and enhances many of the 
most beautiful National Trust and 
English Heritage gardens. 

Aerial View of Breedon Quarry
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The Applications

ROMP (Review of Mineral Permission)
Breedon Quarry forms an important source of crushed rock supply within 
the current pattern for aggregate supply in the locality. 

The application comprises the Initial Review as part of the Breedon Quarry 
Review of Old Mineral Permissions (ROMP). It has been prepared in support 
of an application for the ‘Determination of New Planning Conditions’ under 
the provisions of Section 96 of the Environment Act 1995. The review is a 
requirement of the Environment Act 1995 that requires conditions regulating 
operations at active quarries to be reviewed at 15 year intervals. 

Section 73 application 
An in-depth materials audit has 
been carried out as part of the 
ROMP, which has revealed that 
available limestone reserves will 
take extraction operations well 
beyond the current 2042 deadline 
for completion of extraction.

Therefore, an application under 
Section 73 of the Town and 
Country Planning Act 1990 is 
being submitted concurrently 
with this ROMP submission for an 
extension of time for completion 
of operations as working of the 
permitted reserves will take 
extraction well beyond 2042.

Golden Amber Gravel –  
Bishops Palace Wells

Golden Amber Gravel –  
Oxford Botanical Gardens

Breedon Quarry Materials Audit

Phase Soils & overburden (m3)

1 - 180,000 50,000 5 (for phases 1 & 2)

2 602,000 - -

3 339,000 6,375,000 1,455,000 15.7

4 871,000 2,392,500 500,000 5.8

5 854,000 5,547,000 - 11.1

6 603,000 5,320,000 - 10.6

7 - 3,540,000 - 7.1

Totals 3,269,000m3 23,355,000 T 2,005,000 T 55 years

Limestone – tonnage per annum: 230,000 T to 500,000 T
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Extraction  
Phases 1 – 2

Breedon Quarry Extension - Phase 1 

Breedon Quarry Extension - Phase 2

Description of development
The ROMP and Section 73 Applications do not propose 
any major alterations to the current consented scheme 
of working at the site. The submission reviews the 
current working practices and advises based on  
up-to-date guidance and legislation a series of modern 
planning conditions to ensure that working can continue 
in an environmentally acceptable manner.

Mineral will continue to be processed on site, with the 
creation of a new processing plant within the eastern 
extension area. The existing routing agreement for 
mineral related traffic and transportation, which routes 
Heavy Goods Vehicles (HGVs) away from Breedon 
Village,  is to be continued. 

The general principle of working is phased mineral 
extraction across the site and progressive restoration 
following on from the extraction of limestone. 

Phase 1 - See drawing no. BRE-007-M_D.005                          
Phase 1 involves the extraction of limestone from the 
upper haul road bench within the existing quarry. This 
bench will become the internal haul road that will link 
the old and new quarry entrances and will be utilised 
until a new set of haul ramps are established within the 
extension area. 

Extracted mineral will be transported to the quarry plant 
site via dump truck for processing, temporary stocking 
and onward movement by HGV to point of sale. Golden 
Amber production will continue during this period. 

Phase 2 - See drawing no. BRE-007-M_D.006
Phase 2 involves the first phase of stripping of 
overburden from the eastern extension area.  
The aim will be to strip sufficient volume to create 
Screening Bund 1 opposite Barley Croft (the first 
permitted operation within the extension itself), 
Screening Bund 2 beyond the new road diversion, and 
to create the new quarry entrance and operational area. 
These landscaping proposals prevent any views into  
the proposed development from the surrounding area.

It is anticipated that the proposed Phase 1 and  
Phase 2 operations will take c.5 years to complete. 
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Extraction  
Phases 3 – 4

Breedon Quarry Extension - Phase 3

Breedon Quarry Extension - Phase 4

Phase 3 - See drawing no. BRE-007-M_D.007
Phase 3 will see the closure of Wilson Road and the new 
road diversion becoming active. Stripping of overburden 
will continue through the old Wilson Road and into the 
north of the extension. Screening Bund 3 and the small 
extension to Screening Bund 1 across the southern end 
of the old Wilson Road will be completed. 

Phase 3 involves the extraction of 6,375,000 tonnes 
of limestone and 1,455,000 tonnes of Golden Amber. 
The duration of this stage is c.15.7 years, which will be 
determined by the time taken to work out the Golden 
Amber and thus release future tipping space for further 
stripping of the extension.

Phase 4 - See drawing no. BRE-007-M_D.008
Phase 4 involves the continuing stripping and working 
of the extension limestone, principally focused on 
expanding on the northern end of the extension.

Phase 4 involves the extraction of 2,392,500 tonnes  
of limestone and 500,000 tonnes of Golden Amber.  
The duration of this stage is c.5.8 years, which again 
will be determined by the time taken to work out the 
Golden Amber and thus release the tipping space 
required to accommodate further overburden from  
the extension.
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Extraction  
Phases 5 – 7

Breedon Quarry Extension - Phase 5

Breedon Quarry Extension - Phase 7

Breedon Quarry Extension - Phase 6

Phase 5 - See drawing no. BRE-007-M_D.009
Phase 5 continues with stripping of overburden along 
the eastern edge of the extension in order to release 
further limestone below. 

Tipping of overburden during this stage extends over 
the entire footprint of the southern restoration. 

Phase 5 involves the extraction of 5,547,500 tonnes of 
limestone. The duration of this stage is c.10.6 years.

Phase 6 - See drawing no. BRE-007-M_D.010       
Stripping of the remaining soils and overburden is 
completed within this stage. The overburden is placed 
into the southern restoration and completes the 
restoration of Breedon Hill.

Phase 6 involves the extraction of 5,320,000 tonnes  
of limestone. Duration of this stage is c.10.6 years.

Phase 7 - See drawing no. BRE-007-M_D.011
Phase 7 represents the final phase of limestone 
extraction. Restoration works to Breedon Hill Tip 
are ongoing. On cessation of rock processing and 
final sale of aggregate, all plant machinery will be 
decommissioned and removed from the site. 

Phase 7 involves the extraction of 3,540,000 tonnes of 
limestone. The duration of this stage is c.7.1 years.
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Restoring the  
Site and Aftercare

Breedon Quarry concept restoration

Restoration - see drawing  
no. BRE-007-M_D.012
Restoration will involve re-profiling 
followed by landscaping with a 
variety of trees and shrubs and the 
creation of a central water body. 
Breedon Hill will be restored to 
agricultural grassland and native 
woodland with an engineered 
spot height of 110m AOD. The 
new quarry access established in 
phase 2 will be retained in order to 
provide access for ecological and 
landscape management of the site.

Water levels will be allowed to 
recover to their final rest level.  
The maximum water level within 
the site will be controlled by an 
overflow pipe connected to the 
current de-watering pipework, 
which discharges in the Brook 
located about 200m from the 
southern boundary of the site.

Aftercare and management 
The landscaping and restoration schemes proposed for the various parts 
of the site have been designed to be low-maintenance schemes, which will 
require little intensive long-term management. The restored site would be 
closely monitored throughout the 5 year aftercare period so that the most 
suitable management regime could be defined on an area-by-area basis. 

Where woodland areas and copses are proposed, a management scheme 
will be implemented to ensure that the newly planted trees are able to get 
established. A grassland management scheme for the eastern landscape 
area and Breedon Hill will also be implemented. These schemes will be 
agreed with the Planning Authority. 

A plan for the long-term aftercare of the site will be agreed with the 
Planning Authority, which may include a number of interested parties 
for various parts of the site. These may include water-based amenity 
management, local nature conservation groups and national organisations 
who may have a specific interest in specific parts of the development.

LEGEND
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Minimising  
Impacts

Breedon Quarry LVIA receptor location 1

Breedon Southern Limited are a responsible quarry operator who ensure operational best practice is followed at 
their sites, in order to minimise, and potentially eliminate, any negative environmental, amenity and health impacts 
on the communities in which it works. 

Full technical reports relating to the evaluation of the potential impacts have been prepared and form part of the 
applications at Breedon Quarry.

Landscape and visual 
considerations
The Landscape and Visual Impact 
Assessment (LVIA) considered 
the current operations on-site and 
existing permissions for the quarry, 
plus the proposed working and 
restoration scheme. 

In order to minimise any negative 
impacts, the following measures 
have been included within the 
proposed working scheme:

•  The establishment of site 
peripheral screening bunds

•  The use of quarry waste material/
soils to recreate the southern/
eastern area of Breedon Hill 

•  Progressive restoration although 
this will be spread over the life of 
the quarry 

•  The long-term maintenance/
management of all land within 
the site 

Ecology
Baseline and targeted field surveys and desk top studies have all been 
undertaken which have assessed the potential for ecological impact.

Mitigation and compensation measures are detailed within the ecological 
assessment and it is anticipated that ecological habitats and species will 
benefit to a greater extent than currently. All habitats will be replaced as 
part of the restoration strategy to the same habitats or habitats of higher 
ecological importance. 

Noise, dust, vibration and air overpressure
Noise, dust, vibration and air overpressure impacts have the potential to 
arise from operations being located too close to sensitive receptors or not 
being undertaken in accordance with recognised good practice and being a 
cause for nuisance. 

A review of noise, dust, ground borne vibration and air overpressure has 
been carried out to inform the preparation of an updated Environmental 
Scheme for the quarry.  

The Environmental Scheme includes proposed measures to be taken in 
order to identify, control and monitor the environmental impacts from future 
mineral operations at the quarry. 

Breedon Quarry LVIA receptor location 4
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Minimising  
Impacts

Breedon Quarry in the 1930’s

Archaeology and cultural heritage 
In order to fully assess the cultural 
heritage impact of the proposal, 
Andrew Josephs Associates have 
undertaken a Heritage Statement. 
A wide range of sources were 
consulted in order to assess 
the impact of the development 
proposals on the historic landscape. 

Having regard to the baseline 
conditions and the scope of the 
proposed development, the overall 
effects upon archaeology and the 
setting of cultural heritage assets 
are of moderate significance. 
Mitigation measures have therefore 
been included within the proposed 
working scheme to ensure that 
continued mineral operations are 
acceptable. 

Water resources and flood risk
A combined Hydrogeological 
Impact Assessment (HIA) and 
Flood Risk Assessment (FRA) has 
been prepared by Envireau Water. 

The HIA concludes that there is no 
significant risk to water resources 
as a consequence of the consented 
mineral operations at Breedon 
Quarry. The primary mitigation 
to manage hydrogeological risks 
will be the continuation of good 
practice to minimise pollution, 
together with the regulation 
of discharges and in the future 
dewatering.

Traffic and transport
Breedon Quarry currently operates 
under a lorry routing/weight 
restriction scheme as agreed by the 
Section 106 Agreement associated 
with the consented development. 
This ROMP application seeks a 
continuation of the routing/weight 
restriction schemes detailed within 
the existing S106 Agreement. The 
principal factors include:

•  No HGV’s permitted to travel 
through Breedon village; and

•  Weight restriction orders along 
Main Street to be implemented 
on completion of the internal 
haul road. 

As no significant transport impacts 
are anticipated, no new mitigation 
measures are proposed, and 
the existing planning controls in 
the form of a legal agreement 
controlling the direction of HGV 
movements are to be continued. 

Public rights of way
Development of the eastern 
extension to Breedon Quarry 
requires the diversion of a section 
of public footpath (footpath Ref. 
M14), which was approved as part 
of the consented development

The impact of the diversion on 
users of the PROW is permanent, 
however, the proposed restoration 
scheme will see an improvement 
to the footpath with additional 
sections of footpath to be created 
as part of the restoration works.
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Supporting the  
local economy

Breedon Southern Ltd. heavy goods vehicle 

Need for development 
The National Planning Policy 
Framework (NPPF) acts as the 
overarching national guidance 
for the planning system and it 
emphasises the importance of 
minerals and ensuring that there is 
a sufficient supply to provide the 
infrastructure, buildings, energy 
and goods that the country needs. 
The NPPF identifies that minerals 
can only be worked where they 
are found and provides guidance 
on assessing the potential for 
environmental impact from 
development. 

The continued operation of Breedon Quarry enables the extraction of 
important mineral reserves at an established site. Continued working at 
Breedon Quarry will have positive benefits, namely: 

•  Golden Amber deposits supplied 
nationwide are a natural 
limestone resource quarried 
exclusively at Breedon Quarry; 

•  No alternative carboniferous 
limestone sites in the vicinity of 
Breedon Quarry (and Cloud Hill 
Quarry) within Leicestershire 
that could better serve the 
East Midlands local market. 
Continuation of the consented 
development will help meet an 
identified need, maintain the 
landbank, contribute to existing 
markets and meet anticipated 
demand.

•  Existing quarry plant 
infrastructure – extension of  
time will relieve pressure on  
new greenfield resources; and 

•  Extension of time will enable 
employment to be maintained 
across a range of industries, 
many of which depend directly 
upon quarrying, including 
Breedon Quarry, for business.

At present, there are 2 employees 
directly employed at Breedon 
Quarry but it is anticipated 
that once the extension is fully 
operational, there will be up to  
10 employees. 

The mineral operations support 
further in-direct employment in 
sectors including haulage, goods 
and services.  These jobs are  
reliant on there being continuity  
of production from Breedon Quarry. 


